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What Would it Take References:

Office of Minority Health & Health Disparities, Centers for Disease Control (nda). Eliminate Disparities in Infant Mortality. 
Retrieved January 23, 2009, from http://www.cdc.gov/omhd/amh/factsheets/infant.htm 

National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. Centers for Disease Control (nda). WISQARS Leading Causes of 
Death Reports, 1999-2005. Retrieved January 23, 2009, from http://webappa.cdc.gov/sasweb/ncipc/leadcaus10.
html 

Cossman, Ronald E. 2005. Leading Causes of Death among Children in Mississippi. Mississippi Health Policy Research 
Center, Social Science Research Center, Mississippi State University. http://www.healthpolicy.msstate.edu/publications/
lcdcms.pdf 

Dillon, S. (2008, April 1). U.S. to Require States to Use a Single School Dropout Formula. The New York Times. http://
www.nytimes.com/2008/04/01/education/01child.html 

Department of Education 2008. 34 CFR Part 200, Title I – Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged; 
Proposed Rule. Federal Register. Vol. 73, No. 79, Wednesday, April 23, 2008. Pages 22020-22044. Available at: 
http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg1.html

Definition(s):

aPercent of Children in Single-parent Families: 
The percentage of children under age 18 who live with their own single parent, either in a family or subfamily. In this 
definition, single-parent families may include cohabiting couples and do not include children living with married stepparents. 
The estimates are made from the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.

S A F E T Y

Safety Introduction References:

National Adoption Day (nda). Foster care adoption: facts and figures. Retrieved January 14, 2009, from http://www.
nationaladoptionday.org/2008/toolkits/FactSheets/FosterFacts_2008.pdf  

The Pew Commission on Children in Foster Care (2004 May 18). Fostering the future: safety, permanence, and 
well-being for children in foster care. Retrieved December 10, 2008, from http://pewfostercare.org/research/docs/
FinalReport.pdf 

Child Welfare League of America (nda). Guidelines for computing caseload standards. Retrieved January 14, 2009, 
from http://www.cwla.org/programs/standards/caseloadstandards.htm 

Foster Care Adoption (nda). Foster care statistics. Retrieved January 14, 2009, from http://www.fostercareadoption.
us/custom1.php 
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US House of Representatives, Committee on Ways and Means (2007, July 5). McDermott announces hearing on 
children who “age out” of the foster care system. Retrieved January 21, 2009, from http://waysandmeans.house.gov/
hearings.asp?formmode=printfriendly&id=6179

Safety Data References:

Special tabulation by the Mississippi Department of Human Services, December 2008. 

Mississippi Department of Human Services, Division of Family and Children’s Services. “Child and Family Service Plan, 
October 1, 2004, through September 30, 2009” Page 1. Available at: http://www.mdhs.state.ms.us/pdfs/fcs_cfspfive.
pdf 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, 
Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau, Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS), data for FFY 
2006. Page 1. Available at: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/stats_research/afcars/tar/report14.pdf 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, 
Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau, Table 8 – Adoptive Family Structure, October 1, 2005 to September 30, 2006. 
Available at: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/stats_research/afcars/statistics/adoptfs_tbl8_2006.htm 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Administration on Children, 
Youth and Families, Children’s Bureau, Table 6 – Prior Relationship of Adoptive Parent(s) to Child, October 1, 2005 to 
September 30, 2006. Available at: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/stats_research/afcars/statistics/priorrel_
tbl6_2006.htm 

Mississippi Department of Human Services, Division of Economic Assistance (2008). 2008-2009 FFRC Subgrantee 
Information. 

Personal communication (January 14, 2009). Janice Cutshall, Director of Tishomingo County Families First Resource 
Center.

Note(s):

aThe Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) begins on October 1 and ends on September 30 of the following calendar year. Fiscal years 
are identified according to the calendar year in which they end. For example, federal fiscal year 2007 began October 1, 
2006 and ended September 30, 2007.

bAn individual could be classified as more than one race. Thus, the sum of the numbers classified in each race will be higher 
than the total number of children served.

cThe age of children was calculated based on their calendar year of birth. Therefore children with a birth year could, at the 
close of the FFY be two possible ages, and are expressed as such. For example, children born in 2002 could be either 4 or 
5 years old by September 30, 2007, depending on their birth date (i.e., those born after September 30, 2002, would be 4 
years old and those born on or before September 30 would be 5 years old).

dAge categories were calculated based on the calendar year in which the child was born and the age that the child would 
be at the end of calendar year 2007. For example, a child born in calendar year 2002 would be 5 years old by the end of 
calendar year 2007. 
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APPENDIX
Safety Policy References:

Child Welfare League of America. Family Foster Care. Retrieved January 21, 2009, from http://www.cwla.org/
programs/fostercare/default.htm 

Center for the Study of Social Policy (2008). Policy Matters 2008 Data Update. Retrieved January 15, 2009, from 
http://www.cssp.org/policymatters/fullreport.html 

Mississippi Juvenile Justice Advisory Group (2008, July 10). Legislative update – 2008 regular session. Retrieved 
January 15, 2009, from http://www.msjjac.org/docs/legsummary.071008.pdf  

Vestal, Christine (2006 May 25). States expand kinship care programs. Retrieved January 21, 2009, from http://www.
stateline.org/live/details/story?contentId=115131  

Child Welfare League of America (2008 February). Grandfacts: a state fact sheet for grandparents and other 
relatives raising children – Mississippi. Retrieved January 15, 2009, from http://www.cwla.org/programs/kinship/
2007statefactsheets/mississippi.pdf 

Child Welfare League of America (2008). Mississippi’s Children 2008. Retrieved January 21, 2009, from http://www.
cwla.org/advocacy/Statefactsheets/2008/mississippi.pdf 

Collins, Mary Elizabeth (2004). Enhancing services to youths leaving foster care: Analysis of recent legislation and 
its potential impact. Children and Youth Services Review, 26(11). Retrieved January 21, 2009, from http://www.
sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6V98-4D98GW53&_user=1512607&_rdoc=1&_fmt=&_
orig=search&_sort=d&view=c&_acct=C000053407&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=1512607&md5=df8a854d
0743c35f199c316bb09bc9db 

StateVoucher.org (2008). The Mississippi ETV program. Retrieved January 15, 2009, from https://www.statevoucher.
org/state_not_in_service.shtml?state=ms  

National Foster Care Coalition (2009). NFCC training/technical assistance programs. Retrieved January 15, 2009, 
from http://www.nationalfostercare.org/technical_assistance/index.php 

Southern Christian Services for Children and Youth (2003). Southern Christian Services for Children and Youth. Retrieved 
January 15, 2009, from http://www.scscy.org/  

Families First Resource Center Programs. Supporting and Empowering Families Through Individual and Group Programs 
in South Mississippi. Retrieved January 13, 2009 from http://www.usm.edu/ids/ffrc/index.html     

Lopes, Grace (Court Monitor of the Olivia Y., et al. v. Haley Barbour Civil Action Lawsuit). (2009 January 20). Overview 
of MS Foster Care Settlement Agreement and Reform Plan. Washington, DC. 

Lopes, Grace (2008 October 21). Court Monitor’s Preliminary Status Report of the Olivia Y., et al. v. Haley Barbour Civil 
Action Lawsuit. Washington, DC. 

Forster, Michael (2009 January 14). Personal Communication. 

Mississippi Division of Medicaid. Mississippi Youth Programs Around the Clock. Retrieved January 21, 2009, from 
http://www.medicaid.ms.gov/MYPAC.aspx 
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Zero to Three: National Center for Infants, Toddlers, and Families.  Changing the Odds for Babies: Court Teams for 
Maltreated Infants and Toddlers.  Washington, DC. Available at: http://www.zerotothree.org/site/DocServer/Court_
Teams_Final_Fact_Sheet.pdf?docID=3881 

Dicker, Sheryl, & Gordon, Elysa (2004 January). Ensuring the Healthy Development of Infants in Foster Care: A Guide 
for Judges, Advocates and Child Welfare Professionals. Retrieved January 21, 2009, from http://www.zerotothree.org/
site/DocServer/ensuringhealthydev.pdf?docID=562 

Safety Success Story References:

National Center for Infants, Toddlers and Families. (2007). Zero to Three: Early Experiences Matter.

E C O N O M I C  W E L L - B E I N G 

Economic Well-Being Introduction References:

National Scientific Council on the Developing Child (2007, January). The science of early childhood development. 
Retrieved December 2, 2008, from http://www.developingchild.net/pubs/persp/pdf/Science_Early_Childhood_
Development.pdf 

National Center for Children in Poverty (2008). Who are America’s poor children? Retrieved October 16, 2008, from 
http://www.nccp.org/publications/pub_843.html 

National Center for Children in Poverty (2008). Basic facts about low-income children. Retrieved October 16, 2008, 
from http://www.nccp.org/publications/pub_845.html 

National Center for Children in Poverty (2008). Ten important questions about child poverty and family economic 
hardship (question 7). Retrieved October 16, 2008, from http://www.nccp.org/faq.html#question7 

Meyer, Katrina A. (1988). An initial description of the relationship between parental unemployment and adolescent 
employment. New Orleans, LA: Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. (ERIC Document 
Reproduction Service No. ED292991) 

Annie E. Casey Foundation (2007). Economic security. Retrieved October 16, 2008, from http://www.aecf.org/
OurWork/EconomicSecurity.aspx   

National Center for Children in Poverty (2007, January). Testimony on the economic and societal costs of poverty. 
Retrieved January 28, 2009, from http://www.nccp.org/publications/pub_705.html 

National Center for Children in Poverty (2008). Ten important questions about child poverty and family economic 
hardship. Retrieved December 5, 2008, from http://www.nccp.org/faq.html#question6

Economic Well-Being Data References:

The Annie E. Casey Foundation. KIDS COUNT State-level data online. Available at: http://www.kidscount.org/sld/
compare.jsp Accessed September 1, 2008. 
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Population Reference Bureau, analysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Supplementary Survey, 2001 
Supplementary Survey, 2002 through 2006 American Community Survey. Available at: http://www.kidscount.org/sld/
compare.jsp Accessed September 1, 2008. 

Population Reference Bureau (2008), analysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey. 

U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE). Estimates for Mississippi Counties. Under age 18 
in poverty, 2005. Available at: http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/ Accessed October 1, 2008. 

U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE). Estimates for Mississippi Counties. All ages in 
poverty, 2005. Available at: http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/ Accessed October 1, 2008. 

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA). Local Area Personal Income, Table CA1-3. Per 
capita personal income, Mississippi, 2006. Available at: http://www.bea.gov/regional/reis/ Accessed October 1, 
2008. 

U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS). Local Area Unemployment Statistics, Annual Average, 
“Unemployment rates for states, 2007” and “Labor force data by county, 2007 annual averages”. Available at: http://
www.bls.gov/lau/home.htm Accessed October 15, 2008. 

Mississippi Department of Employment Security. Labor Market Data, August 2008. Available at: http://www.mdes.
ms.gov/wps/portal#null Accessed October 15, 2008.

Definition(s):

aChildren in Poverty:
The percentage of children under age 18 who live in families with incomes below 100 percent of the U.S. poverty threshold, 
as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. The federal poverty definition consists of a series of thresholds 
based on family size and composition and is updated every year to account for inflation. In calendar year 2006, a family 
of two adults and two children fell in the “poverty” category if their annual income fell below $20,444. Poverty status is 
not determined for people living in group quarters, such as military barracks, prisons, and other institutional quarters, or for 
unrelated individuals under age 15 (such as foster children). The data are based on income received in the 12 months prior to 
the survey.

bChildren in Extreme Poverty:
The percentage of children under age 18 who live in families with incomes below 50 percent of the U.S. poverty threshold, as 
defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. The federal poverty definition consists of a series of thresholds based 
on family size and composition. In calendar year 2006, a family of two adults and two children were below 50 percent of 
the poverty level if their annual income fell below $10,222.

cUnder Age 18 in Poverty:
The percentage of children under age 18 who live in families with incomes below the U.S. poverty threshold, as defined by 
the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. The federal poverty definition was adjusted based on the size of the family. The 
estimates were made from the American Community Survey.

dAll Ages in Poverty:
The percentage of individuals of all ages who live below the U.S. poverty threshold, as defined by the U.S. Office of 
Management and Budget. The estimates were made from the American Community Survey.

ePer Capita Personal Income:
According to the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, “personal income is the income that is 
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received by persons from all sources. It is calculated as the sum of wage and salary disbursements, supplements to wages 
and salaries, proprietors’ income with inventory valuation and capital consumption adjustments, rental income of persons with 
capital consumption adjustment, personal dividend income, personal interest income, and personal current transfer receipts, 
less contributions for government social insurance. This measure of income is calculated as the personal income of the 
residents of a given area divided by the resident population of the area. In computing per capita personal income, BEA uses 
the Census Bureau’s annual midyear population estimates.” 

fUnemployment Rate:
According to the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, “unemployed persons (Current Population Survey) 
[are] persons aged 16 years and older who had no employment during the reference week, were available for work, except 
for temporary illness, and had made specific efforts to find employment sometime during the 4-week period ending with the 
reference week. Persons who were waiting to be recalled to a job from which they had been laid off need not have been 
looking for work to be classified as unemployed. Unemployment rate…represents the number unemployed as a percent of the 
labor force.”

gChildren Living in Families Where No Parent Has Full-time, Year-round Employment:
The percentage of all children under age 18 living in families where no parent has regular, full-time employment. For children 
living in single-parent families, this means that the resident parent did not work at least 35 hours per week, at least 50 weeks 
in the 12 months prior to the survey. For children living in married-couple families, this means that neither parent worked at 
least 35 hours per week, at least 50 weeks in the 12 months prior to the survey. Children living with neither parent also were 
listed as not having secure parental employment because those children are likely to be economically vulnerable.

hChildren Living in Low-income Households Where No Adults Work:
Children under age 18 who live in low-income households where no adult worked (full- or part-time) in the 12 months prior to 
the survey. Low-income households are those whose income is less than 200 percent of the U.S. poverty line as determined 
by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. The federal poverty definition consists of a series of thresholds based on 
family size and composition and is updated every year to account for inflation. In calendar year 2006, a family of two adults 
and two children were considered low-income if their annual income fell below $40,888. Children who live in group quarters 
(for example, institutions, dormitories, or group homes) are not included in the percentage calculation. The data are based on 
income received in the 12 months prior to the survey.

Note(s):

iDetermining Statistical Significance (KIDS COUNT Indicators):
Significant differences between two years for one location (e.g., MS child poverty rate for 2000 vs. 2006) were determined 
using 2008 Data Book Indicator trend calculations made by the Population Reference Bureau (PRB). Some KIDS COUNT 
indicators, such as percent of low-birth-weight babies, were based on counts, not survey results extrapolated to the 
population. In determining significance between two years, the PRB adopted the methodology used by the reporting federal 
agency. In the case of percent of low-birth-weight babies (i.e., counts), PRB adopted the methodology used by the CDC to test 
for differences between two percentages.

jValues shown in the Children in Poverty graph for 2005 are not directly comparable to the overall Mississippi percentage 
reported in the Under Age 18 in Poverty by County map because two different sources were used for poverty estimates. For 
state-level data (i.e., children in poverty), the U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey was used. For county-level 
data (i.e., under age 18 in poverty), the U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates were used. 

k2005 Small Area Income & Poverty Estimates (SAIPE) can not be compared to previous years as different data sources were 
used. For additional information including estimation details, please refer to the SAIPE web site: http://www.census.gov/
hhes/www/saipe/.
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Economic Policy References:

NGA Center for Best Practices (2008, June). State strategies to reduce child and family poverty. Retrieved October 16, 
2008, from http://www.nga.org/Files/pdf/0806POVERTYBRIEF.PDF. 

Center for the Study of Social Policy. Policy Matters 2008 Data Update. Retrieved January 21, 2009, from http://www.
cssp.org/policymatters/fullreport.html. 

Mississippi Department of Human Services (2004). Child and family services. Retrieved January 21, 2009, from http://
www.mdhs.state.ms.us/pdfs/fcs_cfspmatrix.pdf 

Stateline.org (2008, August). States adopt bold anti-poverty measures. Retrieved October 17, 2008, from http://www.
stateline.org/live/details/story?contentld=331776. 

Center for the Study of Social Policy (2003, February). Improving the Economic Success of Families: Recommendations 
for State Policy. Retrieved October 17, 2008, from http://www.cssp.org/uploadFiles/improving_economic.pdf.

Economic Well-Being Success Story References:

Haurin DR, Parcel TL, and Haurin RJ. (2001). The Impact of Homeownership on Child Outcomes. Joint Center for 
Housing Studies: Harvard University.  Retrieved from http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/publications/homeownership/liho01-
14.pdf on October 15, 2008. 

National Scientific Council on the Developing Child (2007). The cradle of prosperity, raising the new American 
economy. Retrieved January 30, 2009, from http://www.developingchild.net/pubs/persp/Cradle_of_Prosperity/
Cradle_of_Prosperity.html

Economic Well-Being Spotlight References:

D Journal (2008, September). Itawamba county announces guaranteed tuition program. Retrieved October 16, 2008, 
from http://www.djournal.com/pages/story.asp?ID=279573&pub=4&div=News.  

Economic Well-Being FYI References:

U.S. Census Bureau. Poverty Thresholds 2006. Retrieved October 15, 2008, from http://www.census.gov/hhes/www.
poverty/threshld/thresh06.html. 

Working Families and Economic Insecurity in the States: The Role of Job Quality & Work Supports (2008, May). 
Retrieved October 15, 2008, from  http://www.cerp.net/index.php/publications/reports/working-families-and-
economic-insecurity-in-the-states-the-role-of-job-quality-and-work-supports/.   

National Center for Children in Poverty.  Mississippi Family Economic Security Profile. Retrieved October 15, 2008, from  
http://www.nccp.org/profiles/pdf/profile_fes_MS.pdf. 

The Annie E. Casey Foundation. KIDS COUNT State-level data online. Available at: http://www.kidscount.org/sld/
compare.jsp. Accessed September 1, 2008.
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Health Introduction References:

The Future of Children (nda). Children’s health and social mobility. Retrieved December 10, 2008, from http://www.
futureofchildren.org/information2827/information_show.htm?doc_id=392793 

Canadian Medical Association (2008 May 28). Presentation to the senate subcommittee on population health. Retrieved 
December 10, 2008, from http://www.cma.ca/multimedia/cma/content_images/Inside_cma/Submissions/2008/
presentation-may-en-08.pdf 

The Center for Mississippi Health Policy (2007 December) Prevalence of Overweight among Children and Youth in 
Mississippi: A Comparison between 2003 and 2005. Retrieved December 10, 2008, from http://www.mshealthpolicy.
com/documents/CAYPOS2003v2005Dec07.pdf 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2008 May 21). Obesity and overweight: childhood overweight. Retrieved 
November 4, 2008, from http://cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpa/obesity/childhood/ 

National Public Radio (2007 June 21). Mississippi grapples with rising infant death rate. Retrieved December 10, 2008, 
from  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=11158569 

Annie E. Casey Foundation (2008). KIDS COUNT Data Book 2008. Baltimore: Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

The Future of Children (nda). The relationship between economic status and health in childhood. Retrieved January 29, 
2009, from http://www.futureofchildren.org/information2827/information_show.htm?doc_id=392791 

World Health Organization (2008). Feto-maternal nutrition and low birth weight. Retrieved November 5, 2008, from 
http://www.who.int/nutrition/topics/feto_maternal/en/index.html 

Center for Mississippi Health Policy (2008). Children’s health coverage in Mississippi.  Retrieved November 7, 2008 
from http://www.mshealthpolicy.com/documents/ChildrensCoverageReportJan08web.pdf 

The Future of Children (nda). The issues in brief: all children should have health insurance. Retrieved November 6, 2008, 
from http://www.futureofchildren.org/information2847/information_show.htm?doc_id=188423 

Parent Resource Center. Preventing youth tobacco use. Retrieved December 9, 2008 from http://www2.pmusa.com/en/
prc/beyond/youthuse.asp

Health Data References:

Mississippi State Department of Health. Public Health Statistics. 2006 Vital Statistics.  
Available at: http://www.msdh.state.ms.us/phs/statisti.htm. Accessed October 1, 2008. 

The Annie E. Casey Foundation. KIDS COUNT State-level data online. Available at: http://www.kidscount.org/sld/
compare.jsp. Accessed September 1, 2008. 

Population Reference Bureau, analysis of data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for 
Health Statistics’ National Vital Statistics Reports. Available at: http://www.kidscount.org/sld/compare.jsp Accessed 
September 1, 2008.
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APPENDIX
Population Reference Bureau (2008), analysis of data from the Centers for Disease Control, National Center for Health 
Statistics. 

Population Reference Bureau, analysis of Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. National Center for Health 
Statistics, VitalStats 2005 birth data and Child Trends analysis of 2000-2004 Natality Data Set CD Series 21, numbers 
2-9, 11-12, 14-16 (SETS versions), and 16H and 17Ha (ASCII version), National Center for Health Statistics. 
Available at: http://www.kidscount.org/sld/compare.jsp Accessed September 1, 2008. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS). Youth online: 
Comprehensive results. Available at: http://www.cdc.gov/yrbss. Accessed November 15, 2008. 

Kolbo, J.R., Penman, A.D., Meyer, M.K., Speed, N.M., Molaison, E.F., & Zhang, L. (2006). Prevalence of overweight 
among elementary and middle school students in Mississippi compared with prevalence data from the Youth Risk 
Behavior Surveillance System. Preventing Chronic Disease, 3 (3). Available at: http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2006/
jul/05_0150.htm   Accessed December 16, 2008. 

The Mississippi Tobacco Data Workgroup. Youth Tobacco Survey. Current Youth Smokers in Mississippi. Available at: 
http://www.mstobaccodata.org/pubs/current_smokers_public.pdf  Accessed December 15, 2008. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. State Tobacco Activities Tracking and Evaluation (STATE) System. Trend 
Report. Available at: http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/statesystem/. Accessed December 15, 2008. 

Center for Mississippi Health Policy (2008). Children’s health coverage in Mississippi.  Available at: http://www.
mshealthpolicy.com/documents/ChildrensCoverageReportJan08web.pdf. Accessed December 15, 2008.

Definition(s):

aInfant Mortality Rate:
Infant deaths are deaths of children under one year of age. Infant mortality rate is deaths per 1,000 live births.

bLow-birthweight Babies:
Live births weighing less than 2,500 grams (5.5 lbs.) at birth.

Note(s):

cValues shown in the Infant mortality rate graph for 2000 - 2005 are not directly comparable to the Infant Mortality Rate by 
County map for 2002-2006 because two different sources were used for data. For state-level data (i.e., infant mortality (rate 
per 1,000 live births)): 2000-2005, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics 
were used. For county-level data (i.e., Infant Mortality Rate by County), data from the Mississippi State Department of Health 
were used.

dValues shown in the low-birthweight babies graph for 2000 - 2005 are not directly comparable to the Low-birthweight by 
County map for 2006 because two different sources were used for data. For state-level data (i.e., Low-birthweight babies: 
2000-2005)), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics were used. For county-
level data (i.e., Low-birthweight Babies by County), data from the Mississippi State Department of Health were used.

eDetermining Statistical Significance (YRBSS):
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS) is a state-level 
survey. Statistically significant differences between two years for one location (e.g., MS 2003 vs. MS 2007) or between two 
survey locations (e.g., MS 2007 vs. U.S. 2007) were determined using the YRBSS “Youth Online: Comprehensive Results” 
comparison feature available at http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/yrbss.
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Health Policy References:

Center for Mississippi Health Policy (2006). Mississippi Initiatives to Address Childhood Obesity. Retrieved November 
17, 2008, from http://www.mshealthpolicy.com/ChildObesityIntiatives.htm 

Senate Bill 2369, SB 2369, 2007 Mississippi Regular Session. Retrieved November 17, 2008, from http://www.
healthyschoolsms.org/ohs_main/documents/senatebill2369.pdf  

Mississippi Office of Healthy Schools (2008). Health is Academic. Retrieved November 17, 2008, from http://www.
healthyschoolsms.org/ohs_main/2007GrantInitiatives.htm  

Mississippi Health Advocacy Program (nda). Issues: Healthy Foods Initiative. Retrieved January 13, 2009 from http://
mhap.org/index.php/issues/details/healthy-foods-initiative/  

Mississippi State Department of Health (2007). 2007 Mississippi Infant Mortality Report. Retrieved November 17, 2008, 
from http://www.msdh.state.ms.us/msdhsite/_static/resources/2900.pdf 

Lu M, Chen B. Racial and ethnic disparities in preterm birth: The role of stressful life events. American Journal of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology. 2004; 191:691-9.  

United Hospital Fund (2008). Streamlining Renewal in Medicaid and SCHIP: Strategies from Other States and Lessons 
for New York. Retrieved November 17, 2008, from http://www.uhfnyc.org/usr_doc/Streamlining_Renewal.pdf  

Mississippi Center for Justice/Mississippi Health Advocacy Program (2007). Losing Ground: Declines in Health 
Coverage for Children and Families in Mississippi. Retrieved November 17, 2008, from http://www.mscenterforjustice.
org/glomer/upload_repo/docs/reports/MS-Medicaid-Report-Fall-2007.pdf  

American Public Health Association (2005). Closing the Gap in Infant Mortality in Mississippi. Retrieved November 17, 
2008, from http://www.apha.org/membergroups/newsletters/sectionnewsletters/matern/fall05/2136.htm 

The Future of Children (2003).  Health insurance for children.  Retrieved November 6, 2008 from http://www.
futureofchildren.org/information2826/information_show.htm?doc_id=161393 

The Future of Children (2007). The next generation of antipoverty policies.  Retrieved November 6, 2008 from http://
www.futureofchildren.org/pubs-info2825/pubs-info_show.htm?doc_id=521579 

The Future of Children (nda). The issues in brief: all children should have health insurance.  Retrieved November 6, 2008 
from http://www.futureofchildren.org/information2847/information_show.htm?doc_id=188423. 

American Medical Student Association (2008). Facts on uninsured children. Retrieved December 8, 2008 from http://
www.amsa.org/cph/CHIPfact.cfm. 

Center for Mississippi Health Policy (2008). Children’s health coverage in Mississippi.  Retrieved November 7, 2008 
from http://www.mshealthpolicy.com/documents/ChildrensCoverageReportJan08web.pdf 

Families USA (2008).  Left behind: Mississippi’s uninsured children. Retrieved December 8, 2008 from http://www.
familiesusa.org/assets/pdfs/uninsured-kids-2008/mississippi.pdf. 

The Mississippi Tobacco Data Workgroup. Youth Data Center. Retrieved December 4, 2008 from http://mstobaccodata.
org/data/youth-data.html 
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Mississippi Tobacco Data (2008). Current cigarette smoking in Mississippi. Retrieved December 4, 2008 from http://
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Parent Resource Center. Preventing youth tobacco use. Retrieved December 9, 2008 from http://www2.pmusa.com/en/
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Mississippi Tobacco Data (2008). Smoke-free legislation and the social climate of secondhand smoke in Mississippi, 
November 2008 update. Retrieved on December 9, 2008 from http://mstobaccodata.org/pubs/SHS.paper.11.11.08.
pdf  

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services. The health consequences of involuntary exposure to tobacco smoke: A 
report of the Surgeon General, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Retrieved on December 9, 2008 from 
http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/secondhandsmoke/factsheets/factsheet7.html. 

Clarionledger.com (2008 November 18). Study: Mississippi spends too little to nix teen smoking. Retrieved on December 
4, 2008 from http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/200811181400/NEWS/81118022 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (October 2006). Smoking & Tobacco Use. Fact Sheet: Smoke-free policies 
reduce smoking. Retrieved on December 9, 2008 from http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/fact_sheets/
secondhand_smoke/protection/reduce_smoking.htm  

Farkas AJ, Gilpin EA, White MM, Pierce JP. Association Between Household and Workplace Smoking Restrictions and 
Adolescent Smoking. Journal of the American Medical Association. 2000; 284(6):717-722. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. State and Community Interventions. Retrieved on December 9, 2008 from 
http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/tobacco_control_programs/ 

Health FYI References:
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Education Introduction References:

U.S. Department of Labor (2008 April 15). Employment projections. Education pays. Retrieved October 31, 2008 from 
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Annie E. Casey Foundation (2007). The connection strategy. Retrieved October 30, 2008, from http://www.aecf.
org/~/media/PublicationFiles/Connection_Strategy.pdf 

America’s Promise Alliance (nda). An effective education. Retrieved October 21, 2008, from http://www.
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Mississippi Department of Education (nda). Mississippi education quick facts. Retrieved October 21, 2008, from http://
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Mississippi Department of Education (2007). ACT for 2007 Graduating Seniors. Retrieved October 15, 2008, from 
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ors/assessment/2007/ACT-07.xls  

National Center for Education Statistics (2006 March 22). State Profiles (Mississippi, Georgia, Arkansas). Retrieved 
October 15, 2008, from http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/states/profile.asp  

National Institute for Early Education Research (2007). The State of Preschool 2007. Retrieved October 28, 2008, from 
http://nieer.org/yearbook/pdf/yearbook.pdf 

Doctors, J. V. (2008). Votes Count: Legislative Action on Pre-K Fiscal Year 2009. Retrieved October 28, 2008, from 
http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/uploadedFiles/LegislativeReport_Sept2008.pdf 

CLASP (nda). Head Start by the Numbers fact sheet. Retrieved October 25, 2008, from http://www.clasp.org/
ChildCareAndEarlyEducation/mappir2006ms.pdf 

Center for Law and Social Policy (2008). Head Start Participants, Programs, Families, and Staff in 2006. Retrieved 
October 30, 2008, from http://www.clasp.org/publications/hs_pir_2006.pdf

Definition(s):

aGraduation Rates by School District:
The values reported are 4-year cohort graduation rates with the cohort being students who entered 9th grade for the first time 
in 2003/2004. According to the Mississippi Department of Education, “a full cohort of students is constructed beginning with 
ninth graders. Additional students entering 9th grade that year plus students entering the next higher grade each successive 
year for four years are added. Students in the cohort who transfer out of the Mississippi public schools or die are subtracted 
from the total, to yield a denominator. The number of students in the cohort earning a diploma within four years is divided by 
the denominator to calculate the 4-Year cohort graduation rate.”3

bDropout Rates by School District:
According to the Mississippi Department of Education, the 4-year cohort method tracks the same group of students from 9th 
grade through 12th grade. It accounts for students who leave the school district during that time and incoming students who 
are new to the class. 

cTeens Who Are High School Dropouts:
The percentage of teenagers between ages 16 and 19 who are not enrolled in school and are not high school graduates. 
Those who have a GED or equivalent are included as high school graduates in this measure. The measure used here is 
defined as a “status dropout” rate. Inclusion of the group quarters population in the 2006 ACS could have a noticeable 
impact on the universe population for this age group. Therefore, the 2006 and 2005 ACS estimates might not be fully 
comparable.

dTeens Not Attending School And Not Working:
The percentage of teenagers between ages 16 and 19 who are not enrolled in school (full- or part-time) and not employed 
(full- or part-time). This measure is sometimes referred to as “Idle Teens” or “Disconnected Youth.” Inclusion of the group 
quarters population in the 2006 ACS could have a noticeable impact on the universe population for this age group. 
Therefore, the 2006 and 2005 ACS estimates might not be fully comparable.

eACT Composite Scores:
The ACT composite score is the average of the four test scores in the subjects of English, Math, Reading and Science. In each 
of the four subjects being tested, a student can earn a score of 1-36.8 

f8th Graders Who Scored At or Above Basic Level on NAEP for Writing, Math, Reading, and Science:
The percentage of 8th grade public school students who reached either the Basic, Proficient or Advanced level in [subject 
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area], as measured by the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), which is conducted by the U.S. Department 
of Education.

g4th Graders Who Scored At or Above Basic Level on NAEP for Math, Reading, and Science:
The percentage of 4th grade public school students who reached either the Basic, Proficient or Advanced level in [subject 
area], as measured by the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), which is conducted by the U.S. Department 
of Education.
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Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning (nda). Mississippi Student Financial Aid. Retrieved November 5, 2008, from 
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This Web site brings together data on the well-be-
ing of children collected by KIDS COUNT grantees 
from state and local sources. The unique system al-
lows users to access state-specific inventories of data 
from local sources, such as health departments, hu-
man services agencies, and schools. The content of 
state pages is determined by a participating KIDS 
COUNT partner using data from local jurisdictions. 
We believe that CLIKS can be a powerful new tool 
for community leaders, policymakers, service provid-
ers, parents and others who want to take 
a closer look at the local factors that 
affect the lives of children 
and families.

www.kidscount.org/cgi-bin/cliks.cgi
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For information related to research or data:
Dr. Ronald Cossman
Ronald.Cossman@SSRC.MsState.edu

For general information about MS KIDS COUNT:
Dr. Linda H. Southward
Linda.Southward@SSRC.MsState.edu
Social Science Research Center
1 Research Blvd., Ste. 103
Starkville, MS 39759

www.ssrc.msstate.edu/mskidscount
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